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Noles and .
Comment

We hepe, & friend walked in and .

said, you arc planning to make
seme appropriate comments on the

rassing of Nelson Eddy and Mischa®

Auer. Nelson  Eddy and Mischa

Auer! Tl never {orget Eddy sing-:
in “Rose-

ing “Indian Love Call”

Marie,” and I'll never forget Auer

' Serious people must be noted and

'undersiand._ our friend said, but it

5

‘Roger E

saying “Confidentially, she stinks,”

describing his dancing pupil in
“You Can't Take It With You.”
' -

Thal's very touching,
and we have the highest regard {or
hose {wo gentlernen, too, hut if we
hod to note and comment ihe
deaths of the week, we would prob-
ably not gef around to Eddy and
Auer. These are serious iimes.

commented on. For instance, the
same editicns that told of the death

of Auer, also told of the death of -

we said,

Mohammed Mossadegh, the former -
Premier of Iran, and the editions =
that carried the bad nows of Mr.-.
‘Eddy's demise. also announced that :

tears,

Mossadegh? Wasn‘t he the one

in the C.LA.? our [riend asked.

. [
The way we heard if, his op-
the Shah, who overthrew

nonent,
him, was in the C.ILA., we said, bul
youl never. know. My, Babson, of
course, was the man who predieted
tln Great Wall Stlcct Crash of 1520.;

Moeaning no djsrespect to Mr.-
Mossadegh o to Mr. Babson, you,

*geems to e that Nelson Eddy and

Mischa Auer wergé more important
than iaey et me put it another
way: In gencral, entertainers are;

* more fmportant than pohtlcmns and

cconomlsts

-]
Surely you're joking, we said.

. @ B
Politicians and cconcmists caused,

"the Great Crash and subsequent:
Great Depression, he said, and en-,
-tertainers, parixcu]a:ly Mr, Eddy

cand M,

Auer, helped everybody
get through it pcaccfu]ly, and w;th

Lsanily intact.

“Keynes; an ecconomist, helped us.
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They didn't hclp us get through'

Franklin Roosevelt, a
and John Maynard

it, we said.
politician,

Babson, the famous Ameri- -
. can cconomist, had left this vale of

! TIgnoring us, our caller began to
i rhapsedize. He said; Seeing ’\' Ison

* Eddy and Jeannette MacDonald in

“all those 1930°s movies, probably

the worst art in the bistory of art,.

was the purest, sweetest escape I
ever knew, Whenever T could spare
1 dime, it was ofl fo the Rialto oz

1he Bijou, or the Hippodrome, or-

whalever, fo see and hear Eddy as
a [rontiersmar, or cowboy, or
Royal Mountle, Immediately, for a
couple of hours at least, I forgot,
the unemployment problem, and all
Ahe olher problems, thus remaining
sane. le sighed. And once I won a
sct of dishes, lo boot, ’

L]
Weli, we conceded, you have a.

We ourselves oceasionally.

[
poinl.

imagined we were a handsome red-r

,coaled Mountie with a pistol on a
-honndeggle and a ‘fine baritone
- hack hen, and movie-inspired day-
dreaming did help a little, but- as
best as we can remember, we
‘never pretended Io be Mischa Auer

Mischa  Auer, our callcr Saldg
levelly, kept America -from having-
a revolulion In the 1030°s. Bofore
wo enuid protest, he explained: In'
ali the movies back thcn capitalists ¢
were fiint-hearled swine. Edward
Arnold always played the banker.

“What powerful propagandal The
_,'xcu}c were petiing stirred ap, Then .
eane “You Con't Take It With
g’
again—Jdward Arnold, greel—but
there was a difference, Mlscha

Auer . played an emigre Russian |
who was reduced to teaching bal-

let {0 untalented young ladies. As
bad as Edward Arnold was, Alier

‘sevved lo remind us, Joseph Stahn

was & lol worse. . ;

Ang so we fo‘rbm‘c revolution and:
muddled through demoecraticaliy?-
we said, finishing his thought for,
lum'.' We'see, Maybe you're rigit.!

The rich were the bad guys, |
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